—— —ͤ— 


: *. 3 SI” 2 a 15 
nn 
| — — 2 2 


> 


I 


| 7 2 4 . >. 


* 
- 


REASONS 


Concerning the 


| Immediate : |: 14 


D u N. K IR K. | bf 


BEING A, 1 


Serious Enquiry 


INTO THE 
Stat * Condition of chat AM, 1 1 


2 — "GW: z > N. f 
\ . } * N — 


— _—ÞDu—— — —. 
— — W p—_——_—_ — — 
r — 
| 


0 miſeri „ que rants Inſania, Cres | 
Gy editi —_— hoſtes? „ VNVig 


; —_— — — 
7. 


NN 
aue 28 near Stationers 
. en Fo 3 4. 


* — 1 — — ͥꝗ 


F 


d for, 


P rintec 


4 "op 


ws * I 
_ ET —„V >< 2 — 


- 
* Us * 
* 
9 : — — — ——— 
3 — hs ET "INE _ ” 0) Reece rn 5 —. 1 "IWR - . & i. 923 20 ol 
— I „ DIE. LAS ow r — — ao _ - „ — —— — 1 1 ” a9 + — 
— —— — 2 — — 9 — — 7 
* 2 

3 
Fx. 


1 
6 rt 


1 © * COA 
* 
— * C- * 
3 2 
* 
—— 
* 
* 
* 


'ﬀR 
"0 
1811 


aa 


= 


* 


a „ 
| = — . 
9 — 
23 
- 2 
% ; ry * 1 5 FP. 
"I | 
; — ; 
1 — - 
* © 
. 
- > | 
_ <5 2 PLY 


EF 


* 


5 


*» 


2 = | 


4 — 1 ©. . * — 1 „ 


=” 


_ 


* 


” 


7-20 dar- 


er Fins 


rel with x FW : 
Be it known 00 fu u Wer Te 8 


e 
xf wee Se ee Fa 


a 


* * 5 


* ; — — ᷣ — 


= 


= 


Prey "IR 


- 
= - s 
= 
* 
- 


I1J 
- 


n & 


oY ne f * 
; 1 4 ig 


and truly jealous for the' Proteſiauts a- 
gainſt the Popiſh Intereſt: He has been 
Jo far from'a French Party, chat he was 


ever 8 AlL Parties: And as far. the 


Pretender, he has willing! and unfeign- 
- .cdly abju bjur'd him. 11 . vw 
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There are not the ſame Reaſeins d or 
the ſame Obligations upon Her Majeſt7 
to Demoliſh Dankirk, ds there are upon 
_ the French French King do do it if 2 
- requires--.it.; on the contrary, t 
divers very good 28 to 323 r a 


Her May may not Mn big þ "A 


7 5 the © faid Fortifications: to * 
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e therefore into e , 
gi he reaty, and how far che 


70 N is oblig*d to 
2 we i upon it, e 
19 the Queſt ion. hefore us is, W HE. 


THER, as Dantimt is no in Her Ma- 
zel 8. hand I 2 Was given zs a. 2 
ecurity N tags the Per-. 

55 mance 5 thoſe chings: ipularad. by. 1 
ce on one Hand, and to impower: 7 
Queen to. do Her Subjects Right in thle 
2 ande, on the other hand; I ſay, | bY 7 
it confliſts, with common — 5 | 
LES: up #his Pledge before that 
Advantage Which. it vas pt. . 
ory to obtain and ſecure, he 
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_ Majeſty inſiſted ſo ſteadil upon that Poſ- 
feſſion preliminary ſo much as to an 

8 of 8 about u Terce? 
A this matter r 
t CO the ſatisfy in 
thoſe ; People” Who now argue ſo hotly 
on this Point, .andyro che reconciling them 
to r 
Siven. 4 * 1 —— 1 
It is ue dun un the hut , the 
Reſtitution, of Dunkirt was inſiſted u 4 pen 
as a Teſſimony to be given by the French 
King, that he was truly deſiroùs of Peace ; 
an reſalved to give SatisfaEtion 
to Her Majeſty and Her Allies; and, 
That Her Majeſty ſhould be Arbitreſt of 
What ſhoud q ſhould not be eſteem'd 
Satisfaction when a n ſhould be 15 


1 ' | 
If in an thi the Fremph: Ting ad 
n if he had Eh to grate 
any thing which Her Majeſty judged ef. 
ſential to the Safety and Peacy of *. 
either which was inſiſtedl on by the 
by Her Allies; Dag l- was 
deem d to be a ſufficient: gatisfaction to 
- the Queen, and a ſufficient Loſs . 
So that leaving Dantirt in Her 's 


hands, he was at liberty to Preat er nor 
e ng ot Oe „ 48 


n | 

Ly 

* * "1 , 
. 

* * ** 


&) 


l ende 
{ = Dunkirk was A thing ſo confirderable to 


and in caſe of carry ing on the War, 
1 * have been ſo fatal to F that 


4 9 it hut a ſmall Penetration to 


Fance on that ſide put into Bir hands, 

and could, without any 452 Have , 

done What (tioweyer talk d of) 
found ſo impract ica ble to br 

22 Years War, (vis. ) to 

the War imo the Heart of France. « 

It ſhould be next enquired, When as 


Article of putting Dunkirk into Her Ma- 
jeſty's. was in Debate, from who 
and from what Foundation Eine the Ad. 
dition of that Clauſe, (v%s,) the Fortifi- 
ez tions to be Demoliſhed? Was it from 
the: Britih; or from the French, ot on ſome 
tHird Intereſt, that 
| | poſed ? + „ Fon | 
' en 
61 low; that if e Town of Da#krk, with 
all its Fortifications , Harbours, Peers; 
Rice-bank, Citadel, Baſſin, FH cou 


have been 2 q', and the Poſſeſſion , 


fit; Tince the Poſſeſſion of 


know. that we had thereby the Key of 
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It was not then tlie Britiſß Miniſters 


that demanded the Demoliſhing of Dun- 
kirk, the gaining Poſſeſſion of ix, was 
their Point; which having obtained," they 
would never, if in their right Mind, have 
offer'd the Demoliſhing it, if it had not 
' been inſiſted on by the French. 
| - ,,. What Intereſt other Nations, our Al- 
| lies have in this part, and how far they 
would be ſtom being eaſy in the Town 
of Duntirb remaining ia Exgliſß hands un- 
- demoliſhed; ſhalt be enquired into after- 
wards.” ,* #:;* TW F 5:00 310, 
But for the preſent, this brief Obſer- 
vation may be drawn from the Premiſſes, 
(vrz,) As it could not reaſonably be our 
part to Article for the Demoliſhing Dan- 
kirk when it was put into our hands; ſo 
neither can it be reaſonable, that while 
we have it in Poſſeſſion we ſhould” be 
more in haſte to Demoliſh it, than other 
Nations. 7 24 wy ? p 3 2 
Ihe Caſe ſeems very clear, we have 
the Town in Poſſeſſion: If it were never 
Demoliſhed, what can the Hurt be on 
our fide? The Damage is to Frante, be- 
cauſe they are deprived of it; and in caſe 
of any future Rupture with us, the Dan- 
ger will be to them: But it is a moſt 
myſterious Suggeſtion, that. the Fortifica- 
1 | * 5 os — ions 
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tions of Dunkirk ſhould be dangerous to 
us Who have them in Poſſeſſion. 
Fut this Myſtery may perhaps be un- 
folded more eaſily, when the Reaſon and 
Nature of Things comes to be a little far- 
cher enquired into. 


It is the Unhappineſs of this Nation to 
be miſerably divided into Parties; which 
Parties, have this one Peculiar which per- 
haps diſtinguiſhes them from all that ever 
went before them, viz. Phat they agree 
in nothing: Many Diviſions have been 
in this Nation and other Nations, and 
have been carried on to great heights, 


even to Blood and War; but ſtill they 


determin'd what they difer d in, and 
what they agreed in. 

Thus the late Differences herween 
Church and Diſſenter, however warm 
they differ'd, even to Perſecution and Suf- 
wen, get they agreed to join againſt Po- 

he late Differences between Whig 
Lak Tory, Liberty and Arbitrary” Power, 
ran very high; bur they all jour againft 
Standing Armies, Diſpenliag* Dower, and 
the lke. 

But the people 0 * now, ſeem 
to agree in nothing but to Diſlike and 
eu whatever the other Party do, or 

Fa meerly becauſe done and: eſpou- 
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(10) 
ſed by them, without enquiring into the 
Reaſon and Merit of the Caſe; asf they 
were unwilling the oppoſite Party torthem 
ſhould have the Reputation of doing what 
is right, any more than the Power of do- 
ing what is wrong 

But this ſeems to be a Temper fatal to 
the Publick Good, for that it is carried 
ſuch a Length, that the Parties appear 
fatisfied: their Country ſhould ſuffer the 

want of any Publick Service, rather than 
the Party who they oppoſe ſhould be the 
Inſtruments in bringing it to paſs. 
* This Digrefſion appears neceſſary in this 
FPlace, as it will be hard to give amy other 
rational Account; for the ſeveral parts of 
the Conduct of our People, with felation 
D 
| 4a | ing, anc 
Demoliſhing of Duntirł; and the Sinceri- 
ty of the Complainers, muſt ſuffer great 
Reflection if the Partieulars are well en- 
A: | quired into. | PEO 7 8 a 
1 When firſt it was known that Dunkirk 
| was to be depoſited into Her Majeſty's 
F | hands, the Friends of the Managers of 
that Affair began to magnify that Acqui- 
ſition, as a great Point gain'd; That it 
was a Service to the Kingdom, which 
could no other way haye been brougiu to 
pals ; That it was a ſufficient Pledge tha 
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they ſhould be ſincerely dealt with by the 
French King in the enſuing Treaty; and, 
That it'ought to be taken for a Token of 
the real Concern the Miniftry had for the 
Advantage of Great-Britain and their Ca- 
pacity to ſhew it. 
No ſooner was this done, but the other 
Party, as if they oppoſed What was done 
becauſe the other had done it; began im- 
mediately to cry it down, to depreciate 
the thing it ſelf, and give a wrong Ae- 
count of the Circumſtances: They repre- 
fented Duntirł as a thing of no great Con- 
ſequence; that as to our having it, it 
would coſt us more to keep than it was 
worth, and would only ſerve the Mini- 
ſtry for a Pretence to keep a Standing 
Army on foot, and the like. And as to 
the Ning of Frauce, it was no ſuch migh- _ 
ty Loſs to him; for, as the Town was 
to be reſtored to him when Demoliſhed 
he could eafily reſtore the Works and 
open the Harbour again: But that the 
Truth was, he was a-going to let us ſee 
te did not value it; that he was going to 
fortify Graveling, and would make it as 
Impregaable by Land as Daxkirk ; and 
ag to the Harbour, the Engineers had en- 
gaged to make it a better, and to have 
twWo foot Water _ in the Port o 
. 164 B 2 
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6120 
in that of Dunkirk : So that Graveling 
would be every thing by Sea that Dunkirk 
was. Theſe things were not the Publick 
Diſcourſe of thoſe People only, but were 
often printed and publiſhed in their ſeve- 
ral Pamphlets and Newspapers, as may 
be proved if there were occaſion. 
Now although this needed no other 
Confutation than Matter of Fact, vis. 
the Impracticableneſs of the Place ¶Grave- 
ling) to make any ſuch Harbour, and the 
reality of this Truth, viz. that no ſuch 
thing is attempted, or indeed deſign'd by. 
the French; yet theſe Reports have been 
induſtrioully ſpread abroad, and kept up, 
tho? contradicted by unconteſtable Evi- 
dence; it being thought needful to leſſen 
the Value of Dazkirk in the Eyes: of the 
People, and conſequently. to leſſen the 
Merit of thoſe who ſtruggled ſo much to 
Fit into our hands, and eſteemꝭd it of 
o great Advantage to us now it was 
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But one would have thought the Te- 
ſtimony and Credit of the laſt Age ſhould 
have eſtabliſh*d our Opinion of Danłirt 
in the preſent. When it was Sold by: 
K. Charles II. to the preſent French King, 
how was the Politicks of that Reign cen- 
(ured for it? How is it recorded n 
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(13) 
ral Accounts, as a Mark of Infamy upon 
the whole Court, and a Reproach to the 
Nation? What has the Memory of the 
Lord Chancellor Hide ſuffer d for being 
the Adviſer of it, though he neither was 
guilty of it, nor did he forbear modeſtly 
to oppoſe it. IRS Be 
Then Dunkirk was called the Key of 
Commerce, a Door into France, a Muzzle 
or a Ring in the Noſe of the Hemiſb-Lyon; 
its Value counted Ineftimable, and the 
Nation betray'd in giving it over to the 
Frinch. It was admirable to ſee the Voice 
of the Nation ſo ſuddenly changed; that 
when it was parted with, tho? at a great 
Price, it was raifed up to ſuch an intole- 
rable Rate, and our Loſs eſteem'd ſo Irre- 
parable; and yet the Town was of no great 
Strength at that time, and the Harbour 
of leſs Importance than that of Calais; as 
being capable to receive no Veſſels of Bur- 
then; and now, on the other hand, when 
it is acknowledged to be the moft Important 
Place on this Side the World, the Port able 
to receive great Fleets, and to fit out Expe- 
ditions to Invade us; the Town it ſelf Im- 
regnable, and a Terror to all its Neigh- 
ours; yet, on a ſudden, the Price is fal- 
len among our States-Men, and it is not 
r i 4W. » worth 
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( 14 . 
worth our taking, tho?, © were. to have - 
ic, as it were, for Nothi 

This is an unanſweraþl F of 
the Power of our Diviſions, and how the 
Prejudices that are among us Influence 
our Judgments to Argue even againſt 
Light, and againſt the Conviction of our 
own Reaſon. 10 

We can hardly expreſs how. much. we 
are beholding in this Matter to the worthy 
Mr. Steele, the publiſher of the Gaardian, 
No. x28. I will not be fo unjuſt to him as 
to call him the Author; who has effectu- 
o ſet us right in this Matter, and has 

ued the Town and Harbour of Dax- 
kirk from the depreciating Arts of our 
Party-Men, Who, it was to be fear'd, 
would have ht it at laſt fo low, that 
we might have been made believe the 
King of France, if we ſhould offer to give 
it him again, would not accept of it. 

But the Gretdier has, taken des Gas- 
rage to-do Juſtice to the Duxkirkers, and oſ 
Conſequence to the Miniſtry, in ſecuring 
ſuch a Place in the Poſſeſſion of the Queen; 
for he has told us expreſly, that to tale 
Dunkirk from the French is removing, 
France two or three hundred Miles-fur- 
ther from us; that they. have not any Port 
Where they can fit out any Fleet till they 
come 
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come to Breſt ; that it is of the laſt Con- 
ſequence to Brifaze that it ſhould no 
more be in the Frexch Power, that the In- 
jury we have received from them is In- 
eſtimable. His words follow... 7 


That when Dunkirt is demaliſhed, 
« the Power of France, on that Side, 
* ſhould it ever be turned againſt us, 
« will be removed ſeveral hundred Miles 
further off of Great- Britain than it is 
at preſent. Vide Guardian, No. 128. 

r | 


As this is an undoubted Teſtimony gi- 
ven to the Zeal of the Miniſtry, in taking 
hold of the preſent Conjuncture, to get 
that Important Fortreſs into our Hands, 
and i the greateſt and moft juſt Panegy- 
rick which Mr. Szzele ever made upon any 
great Action in the World, and which, 
no doubt, he did in Honour to the Queen, 
and the preſent Government; and that 
the ſaid Mr. Sreele has gained the juſt + 4 
probation of all her Majeſty's good Sub- 
jects for ſo doing, ſo it is a fair Confuta- 
tion of all thoſe weak Things which had 
been adyanced by a Party among us, in 
Prejudice of the late Negociations ; bur 
above all, that it is an unanſwerable Argu- 
ment againſt our too ſoon parting with, 
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or too ny Den this Important 
Place, which. is of ſuch Conſequence to 
the Nation; and I cannot doubt, but 
Mr. Steele did it that Juſtice with this 
Intent. For it is impoſhble a Man of 
his Penetration, and of his exquiſite Po- 
Iiticks, could Argue for our immediate 
tting the Place out of our Poſſeſſion, 

uſe it was a Place of very great Con- 
ſequence, and that the Security of Great- 
Britain depended on it. This will always 
be. allow'd to be a good Argument with 
any true Britain, why we {hould get it 
into our Poſſeſſion, ' and why we ſhould 
keep it now we have it, at leaſt till we 
are effectually Secured; but it will be very 
hard to make this paſs with any reaſona- 
ble Man for an Argument, why weſhbatd 
pull it to pieces, and give it awa y 
to France; and, God be praiſed, thoſe 
wha are of that mind have not the Town 
in their Poſſeſſion, nor the Power to de- 
ſtroy our Security, before the Thing to be 
Secur'd by it be actually obtain d. 
Having therefore ſo good a Teſtimony 
to the Value of the Thing, we ſhall not 
need to fay any thing to do Juſtice to 
thoſe Councils who manag France ſo, as 
to get a Ton of that Conſequence put 
witapur Hands? 1 % a. 
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But to return to the Parties among us 


and the Deſigns which we now fee mana- 
ged by them, one againſt another. When 
they found that depreciating and run- 
ning down the Value of Dunbirt would 
do them no Service, that their own Com- 
pla ints formerly, when it was firſt parted 
with to the French, contradicted it, and 
that the real Importance of the Place was 
ſo well known to every one, that it be- 
came ridiculous to attempt the making Peo- 
e believe otherwiſe ; they took other 
eaſures. | 
Firſt, They endeavoured to make it 
be believed, that we had not really gotten 
Poſſeſſion of it, that the French held the 
prineipal Parts of it, that the Garriſon was 
reſtra inꝰd by the Burghers, that the French 
couid Diſpoſſeſs them of it when they 
pleaſed ; and the like. Fe 
This alſo their Fhing-Poſt and other 
Libels Publiſhed for a certain Truth, 
tho” the Fact was quite other wiſe from 
the beginning. The Exgliſb Troops being 
put into an immediate Poſſeſſion of every 
part of the Town, the Cittadel, Rice-Bank, 


all the Gates, the two Peers, every Out- 


Work, and alſo of Fort-Louis, at a good 
diſtance from the Town ; ſo that there 
was not the leaſt part left in Poſſeſſion 
of the French, nor were any French Troops 
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left in the Place, except a few Ma- 
rines, who were appointed to guard the 
old unrigged Gallies and Men of War 
which lay in the Baſin, and which could 
not be carryed away, and which being 
but meer Hulks, it was neceſſary to keep 
a {mall Guard upon them, to keep the 
People of the Town from pulling them 
in pieces. 5 n 
A little Time therefore diſcovering the 
Truth, this Shift would ferve no longer, 
and fo was abandan'd for a quite con- 
trary extream 3 for, on a ſudden, the very 
ſame People who had run down Dunkirk, 
as good for nothing, or to «ſe their omn 
Words, of no great Conſequence, not 
worth having, and the like; turn'd their 
Tale, and Dunkirk was now of the utmoſt 
Conſequence in the World. 6 
It was with ſome Impatience, that the 
On- Loobing and Impartial part of Man- 
kind waited to know what they would 
infer from this new Opinion, for every 
one allow'd they were now in the right; 
That Dazxkirk was of the laſt Importande, 
no Body could queſtion; But what could 
they draw from thence? 
Io fay that therefore the Miniſtry had 
acted Wiſely in getting ſo great and fo 
terrible a Place out of the Hands of ſo 
ö 5 0 * ö \, dangerous 
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dangerous a Perſon as the French King» 
without Blood or Blows, to have it qui- 
etly Surrendered and put into our Hands 
as a pledge of Peace; that a Fortreſs which 
had been ſo fatal to us, was now ſecured, 
Whatever might happen, from ever doing 
Britain any more Miſchief; this went 
againſt theit Nature, and the very Thoughts 
of it made their Party-Blood run cold 
within them. | 4 
As this therefore could not be expected 
from them, ſo no Man in the World 
could &ver have believed, that from the 
Acknowledgment of its Importance, could 
be drawn an Argument for our throwing 
it out of our Hands. 
If they had ſaid they would have it 
Demoliſhed, becauſe. the Dutch are not 
willing we ſhould keep it; becaufe the 
Hemings are not willing to have us be 
fo much their Maſters; becauſe the Em- 
peror does not care to Truſt us with it; 
becauſe by it you are able to Eſtabliſh 
{þ Trade in Harders, whether 
the States- General approve of it or no. 
Theſe are Reaſons; which have ſome Force 
in theni, and which out of the Mouth 
of a Dutchman, or an Imperial:ſt, would 
be very Rational. But for Engliſhmen to 
Argue thus has ſomething unnatural in 
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it, and looks as if thoſe People had more 
regard to the Intereſt of Holland, or the 
Emperor, than to their own Country. 
But fo it is; and let there be Reaſon 
in it or no Reaſon in it, force of Argu- 
ment or no force of Argument, we muſt 
give them leave to make it popular, that 
D#akirk muſt immediately be Demo- 
liſhed, and given back to the French; 
becauſe it is of the greateſt Importance 
to us in the World; which, on the con- 
trary, we ſay is the very Reaſon why it 
ſhould not be Demoliſhed till all thoſe 
Things are ſecured and obtained for 
which it was at firft put into our Hands. 
And whatever the Clamour of theſe Men 
may be, it is ſtill hoped the Government, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is not to do what theſe 
People ſeek, but what it is reaſonable 
and juſt they ſhould do fer the Publick 
Good, will confider well what other 
Things, abſolutely neceſſary to be done 
{or the good of the Nation, ought to be 
finiſhed, before Dauzkirk be Demoliſhed. * 

And that we may not be amuſed with 
Generals, any more on one Side than 
another, it may be very uſeful to ſer 
down ſome particular Reaſons why Dun- 
kirk ought not yet to. be Demoliſhed ; if 
tlie other People can aſſign better 2 
Ons 


i i 8 

ſons why it ſhould be immediately done 
the World will eaſily be convinced; and, 
in the mean time, the Nation will have 
leiſure to Judge on either Side. 
. Beſides what has been ſaid of the Rea- 
ſons why Denkirk was Depoſited by the 
French in the Hands of Her Majeſty, at 
the beginning of the Treaty; it is to be 
enquired what other Reaſans there were 
why Her Majeſty inſiſted on that Surren- 
der. I ſhall put them all together. 

I. The Reaſons which reſpected France. 
II. The Reaſons which reſpected Britain. 
Putting the r of the French 
King, in his Propoſals for a Treaty, 
out of doubt. A Security againſt the 
French King's breaking in upon any of 
the Preliminaries before the Treaty was 
concluded. A Security for the Perfor- 
mance of the Treaty it ſelf, of which this 
was an effectual Preliminary. 
Theſe were the Reaſons on the French 
King's part, in general, why he ſhould 
Surrender Daxkirk' to the Allies. FR 
But theſe were not the Reaſons why 
Duxkirk ſhould be Depoſited in the Hands 
of the Queen of Great-Britain more than 
any other of the Allies: The Reaſons for 
that were ſuch as theſe. 


1. That 
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1. That the Queen of Great-Britazn, 
who had given her Opinion, and declared 
her Reſolution for a Treaty of Peace, and 
had ſignified ſo much to her Allies, might 
be very well aſſured that the Satisfaction 
which her Majeſty was reſolved to en- 
deayour : to procure for her ſaid Allies, 
and which Fance had propoſed. to give; 
fhould be really and Bana fide performed 
on the part of France. _..  . 4 

2. That the Britiſb Commerce which 
remained unfettled in the, Lon-Countries, 
and which the Datch, by reaſon of the 
large extent of their Barrier in Flanders, 
had the power to interrupt, might not 
be ſo much at the Mercy either of the 
Dutch, or the Emperor, as otherwiſe: it 
would be. OY b 432 


From a further Examination of theſe 
Particulars, it will Aera that there are 
very good and ſufficient Reafons .why 
the Queen of Great- Britain ought not to 
Demoliſh Dunbirt, or part with that 
Power which is in Her Hands, to do 
Herſelf and Her Subjects Right, as well 
in the Matter of Commerce, as of other 
Things, till thoſe Things are fully ſettled 
to Her Satisfaction. Let us enquire into 


them more particalariy. 
The 
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The Reaſon why the Demoliſhing of 
Dazykirk was limited to a Time, was on a 
Suppoſition that the Peace would have been 
General, and that the Emperor ſhould 
accept ſuch Conditions as were judged 
reaſonable by the other Powers then in 
Alliance with him. This his Imperial 
Majeſty has not thought fit to do; but 
the War is going on: If, on the one hand, 
the Arms of France are like to be Victo- 
rious, the Queen has no tye upon the 
French, to bring them to grant Terms 
of Accommodation to Germam, and to 
reſtore their Conqueſt, but the keeping 
the Town of Dauzkirk in her Hands; 
Which the Frerch will be very loth to 
ſubmit to or ſuffer ; for it is a groſs vul- 
gar Miſtake, to think that not to Demo- 
lifh Dazkirk is a favour to Fance; and we 
{hall ſoon find the King of France inſiſt 
o_ its being Demoliſhed, ſince it is out 

his Hand, if he ſhould but imagine 
that the Engliſb Deſign to keep it. | 

On the other hand, while the War is 
continued between the Emperor and France, 
it may be poſſible, tho? not at all proba- 
ble; that the Emperors Arms may be Suc- 
ceſsful: If ſich an unlikely Thing ſhould 
happen, let any one judge whether it 
were proper that her Majelty - ſhould be 
| 8 | quite 


. 
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quite ſhut out of Hlanders, and have no 
other Influence on Affairs than what 
mould be at the good: liking of either 
Party. 
For which Reaſon, 1 cannot A an | 
Man that has the Honour and. Intereſt of 
Great- Britain at Heart, can deſire that 


this Important Pledge of ARES Peace 


ought to be put out of Her Majeſty's Hand, 
till the Em Pack the French. King 
— 8 4 7 Quarrel, and till the 
Europe is 3 ape Efaguihed: 
And Tths! is one Reaſon. d1 

2. The Treaties of Barrier, and $3 
gements between the Queen of Great- 


Britain and the States-General, of which 


fo much ſtir has been made. and by 
which our Trade to Hlaxders is to be: ſet- 
tled and regulated, neither are, nor can 


be yet, nor perhaps for ſome conſiderable 


time made ſo Effectual, as that we may 
be able to ſay we ſhall have a fair: and 
equal Regulation of Commerce in Flas 
ders. The Refractory and D Diſobliging 
Behaviour of the Hemings, even While 
our Troops have been in Poſſeſſion of 
their Country. The Conduct of the 
Council of State there, While che Civil 
Government has been proviſionally, in 
the Hands of the Queen, and the States» 


General, 


# 


XA 


(625) 
General. Theſe all give us Neaſon to ſee, 
that We have nothing to expect from 
them hut what we have Power to ob- 
tain, hy doing our ſelves Juſtige. How 
fab+ohle Dutch will do us Juſtice in ſuch 
part-28 Thall be in their Hands, Iwill not 
undertake 'to' determine beforeliand, but 
no true © Britain will contend”? that we 
ought not to leave the Britiſh : Commerce 
in Flanders at the Mercy eit * one or 
other: And this is a ſecond Reaſon why 
E think wWe ought' not to diveſt ourſelves 
of ſo great an Advantage as the Poſfeſſion 
of Dunkirk is, 8 Which we may be al- 
Ways in a ition to do lor feldes 
right, if ocherg rede it, tüll we ſer our 
Commerce ſetled, and the E ngliſß Trade 
in Handers regulated upon an equal Foot 
with the Datch, as it was agreed to be; and 
as ĩt 1s but juſt and equal chat it ſhould be. I 
If any one think that this Reaton 8 
not , I refer them back to the Par- 
— who were ſo ſenfible of the 
Value of our Trade there, and of the un- 


equal Terms we ſhould ſtand upon, 4 


we were quite diveſted of à Footing in 
Handers, that they Addreſſed Her Majeſty 
not to part with any Thing Shé was pot- 
ſefſed of in Flanders, till the Trade of 
Her Subjects Was effectually Secured. 
What thoſe People mean, and whoſe In- 
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tereſt they ars acting, cpntrary to that of 
Her own Country, Whe are for having 
Her Maieſty, give up and Demoliſſi Dun 
kirk befor Ar ener ſettled. and 
before ſufigient Security, for our Trade 
is, made and obtain dy: ill ealily-iappears 
nor can they R the; Cliarge of 
referring the Interett; of the Huta and 
the Emperor, to that of their on Gountyy. 
The Reſolution gf, the; Tarhiament in this 
Caſe, is 3s follows. ti i Wk t 

Reſolved, , That an hutable Addiels be 
« preſented to Her Majeſtu dihat She will 
© be pleaſed to take Care, yhht,cheFowns in 
« Handexs,zin Her Majeſtyta Poſſeſſion; be 
« not evacuated; till thoſe cha are to have 
ce the Sovereignty of e 
« agreę to uch Artielts for regulating of 
Trade, as may put the Subjects of Gm 
« Þritain. updn an equal Foot with thofe lf 
any other Nation. ide Notes 22 Just, 1 13. 

After {ſuch an Authority as this, Wlut 
Man can have the Fade to ſay, the BRI- 
TISH, NATION HN PECTS JDwkirk to 
be immediately Demolithed? the Houſe qr 
Commons is the Repreſentative of the 
BRITISH, NATION, and, it is plain, 
they expect the contrary, and have Ad- 
dreſſed Her Majeſty to the contrary; 
and, I doubt not, but if ſome Powers 
go on as they haye begun, and continue 


: ? i 
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to ſhow the little Inclination they have 
td do Juſtice to Her Majeſty, or Her 
Subjects, the Houſe. of Commons may come, 
in time, to Addreſs Her Majeſty not to 
ſuffer Dunkirk to be Demoliſhed at all, till 
Right be done; at leaſt, they, Would have 
little. cauſe to Thank won ſhquld go 
about ' to Demoliſh it, till all - that we 
gug ht to expect be. done, and the Liberty 
And Conditions of our re in Handers, 
ſufficiently and effectually Secured to us. 
J. The Third Caſe 1s this: The Poſ- 
{effian of Duzkirk being, as was faid, a 
Pledge of the Sincerity of the French King, 
in the Affair of the reaty, ſo was it allo 
a Pledge of, the Conditions 1 5 on by 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to Her Majeſty 
the Queen of Great-Britain; and for this 
Reaſon, t eanſiot be EXPECTED, even by 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty himſelf, that 
Her Majeſty ſhould, fuffer Dunkirk to be 
Demoliſhed till the Conditions of the ſaid 
Treaty, on the part of His ſaid moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, ſhall be fully Executed 
In all the Parts thereof; particularly the 
'Y 770 of Commerce, which baving met with 
ome Obſtruction here, has not been brought 
into Practice, and cannot be for ſome 
time, at leaſt, not till the Meeting of 
tlie next Parliament. Now, tho' the 
Fred King indeed might Complain, and 
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ſay, that he being ready to execute the 
Treaty upon his part, and the delay be- 
ing on the Britiſh Side only, it was not 
reaſonable to keep His Town of Dankirk 
from Him, or to delay the Demoliſhing 
of it upon an occaſion which had its 
Original wholly in out ſelves, and miglit 
therefore Demand that it be ammediately - 
Demoliſhed; according to the Treaty; 
Yet it is unaccohntable how this can be 
an Argument on our Side, and that the 
People of Britain ſhould be ĩmpatient to 
put out of their own Hand what is their 
Security, for the performance of the Terms 
of Peace and Trade; and the unaccounta- 
bleneſs of this confirms what” is befofe 
ſuggeſted, vr. That theſe Men are car- 
Tying on the Intereſt of another People, 
not of their own Count e. 
There is no doubt, but the Datch, 
Emperor, the Hemings, and all that are in 
their Intereſt, would! be glad tõ have Duz- 
kirk out of Her Majeſty's Poſſeſſion. - 
if it had been in their Choice, it ſhould 
never have come into Her Hands; nor 
can they be much blamed for it, there 
7 many Things to be ſaid for it on their 
Side. | Dan BIG 
But what an Engliſhmiz can ſay for it, 
why he ſhould defire it, eſpecially, before 
every Thing, for which it is a Security, 
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is really Secured, is an unaccountable My- 
ſtery, and can never be unfolded, but 

very much ts the Diſadvantage of the 
People Who are concerned in it: What 
can à Subject of Great - Britain Plead, why 
he ſhould de in ſuch great haſt to have 
Dunbirł Demoliſhed? If he has the true 
Intereſt of his Country zt his Heart, he 
cannot but. deſire 4 Great-Britais ſhould 
keep the Hold-it has of any Foreign Power, 
whereby it may oblige them to do his 
Country Juſtice, til that Juſtice is obtain d. 
There is but one Thing left to thoſe 
People to Plead, and this, altho* they 
will ſecretly acknowledge that they have 
it in their View, yet they care not to 
acknowledge they entertain any Thought 
ſo bad in their Hearts, vis. That they 
ſuggeſt France, and the preſent Govern- 
ment, to be ſo much in one Intereſt, that 
this Important Fortreſs. ſhall be again put 
into the Hands of the King of France, or 
Subjected to his Intereſt upon all Occa- 
ſions, tho? in prejudice. of the Britiſb In- 
tereſt; but this is ſo unnatural a Thing, 
I care not to ſay more of it here; it were 
to be wiſhed there were no Cauſe to have 
ſaid ſo much. 
. Upon the whole, the Caſe ic this, as to 
unkirk : It 1s our Security for the Per- 
tormance of the Articles of Peace. 


| 
| 
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It is Europe's 8 that Frawte ſhall 
give good Terms of Pease to the. Houſe 
of Auſt rity *ho? his Arms ſhould be Vic- 
vor ious. 1 u. Pra NF IA SS 

It is the Security of our an ee in 
ee ers, which is not Jet ſetled. : 

And till all cheſe Things are to 
# Conc}nlion, it. would be pry nth 
ble to EXPECT, that Neuf * be 
Demoliſhed. - * 6 6 

hoever he was thireſore who ata 


128 ter into the GUARDIAN, 'pe 


— telling the Government, that | the Bri- 
 Nattow EXPECTED: Dinkirk ſhorild 

te IMMEDIATELY Demoliſhed,” Was guil- 
ty of tlie follow ing Crimes. 
I. Insolence, and Want both'of- Manners 
and Duty to the Queen, in giving fuch 
Language to his Sofemnign, on o all- 
grounded an Occaſion. = 

2. Falſbood, in ſpeakin ibir in tie Nam 
of the Britifh-Narion, Which they neither 
gave him Authority to. de, or Which the 
Nature of Things made re ſonables- 
3. Sedition, in ſtikking up the People to 
Moria and DilaieAIN, ten Wess d 
not been che leaſt occaſion of Diſontent 

Wes... od ooo pl TS 

> 4s Abſardity, in Avatting: for cott, nich 
it is tlie moſt reaſonable Thing in the 


World, that every true Britain Would Ars 
9 117 E 


* . q 
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1. Iuſolence, and mum * | Manmers and 
Duty to the Quten. Pam ſorry to ſay this 
is grown ſo -faſlfionable à Crime now, 
among thoſe who pretend to be moſt zea- 
lousforxhe-Publick Good, that it is ſuffi- 
cleut to mark a Man out as afl Enemy to 
that Mplick Gd, to complain of their 
uſing al Queen III; as if. the Reſpect and 
Venermtion due tothe Perſon of their Sove- 
ratgn;*Wfen'd that juft Zeal and Fidelity 
which' an Honeſt Man bears always ine his 
Heurt for, and to rhe true Intereſt of his 
Country; WhattheGUAR DI 4Nhas ſhewn 
of rhis kind; is but a light Excurſſon, com- 
paved to what is to be found in the general 
Converſation of-thoſe Men who are fo 
warm for the Demoliſhing of Dunkirt; 
and 1 Note it here, becauſe it is the very 
Argument they W& for the more immedi: 
ate Demoliſhing Dunkirk, vis. Their Di- 
ſtruſt of the Gur” Tlertf: and I do 
them Wo TO I'fay, that if in 
private Converſation you. ask them what 
makes them ſo uneaſie about Daxkirkt, and 
if they: dare not truſt the Queen with the 
keeping it, they will not refrain to Anſwer 
readily and plainly, No. That the Con- 
cern Her Majeſty has ſhewn for the Safety 
and Welfare of Her People has deſerved 
better Uſage, is known very well, even to 
rein pee 


0 » * - 


(32) 
' theſe Men themſelves; 
ſpoken withour: 
Minds of Fu 
ful Schier . 
of it here, viz; Tha thole. People: Merit 


much leſs thah the. i be 6 uſted. 
either with: the Keeping of D Jos 


with any other Power Day. my 


I forbear, ſaying more to, It N 
the Buſineſs o This Trac is er. to 


Convince than Expoſe e it ts, hoped 
that when they ſee Duphirk,- Demo- 


hſh'd, as in its proper time there is no 
Reaſon to doubt it will. or ſo conee- 


ded to this Nation, that it al not be 
in the Power even of the Crown it ſelf, 
to reſtore it to Fance; I ſay, When this 
un theſe Men will ſer great Reaſon 

bluſh for their preſent Condudt And 
to be aſhim'd as well of their Treating 
her Majeſty in fuch an ndutiful menher, 
as of their pretended: Fears of Daphre's | 
being reſtored ro rhe French. 

2. But this is 79 the Fa is 
alſo guilty of Falſbotd, Tpeaki What is 
really not true in 5 Ui. That the 
Britiſh Nation expects unkirk ſhould be 
immediately Demoliſhed. As there can- 
not be a greater Blemiſh on the Character 
of a Gentleman, than not to ſpeak Truth. 
for Which Reaſon the giving the LYE to 


* 


and it cannot be 
G8 aero in the 


ys _ 


T3; * 5 . 4 

(33) 
2 Gentleman is cotinted the groſſeſt Af. 
front that can be offer'd; ſo really no- 
thing ought to 4.4 In Gentleman Care 
mare than always to ſpeak the Truth, 


andi not lay His putation open even to 
the yiceſtReprover, as to his Veracity. 


That the e has not taken this 
8 


let the World judge when they read 
Paper, Gal lian No. 128. Aug. 
The BYits Nation expetts the IMMEDIA E 
Dem * Duakirk ; when at the ſame 
time he could not but know, that che 
Parliament, the two Houſes of Lords and 
Commons, which may be more properly 
called the Britiſh Nation than any Body 
of People whoſe' Aſſent could be obtain'd 
to that. Aſſertioh, and that theſe: did not 
EXPECT-it: If then I prove: that the 
Parliament did not Ay it, I hope I 
may be allow d to ſay, with as much De- 
cency as I can, That what the Guardian 
has ſaid, is FALSR .* 

Now that the Par lament did not Ex. 
peſt it, appears, 
1. By the Mbreſabd Addreſs to her 
jelty, to keep Poſſeſſion of What ſhe 
in Handers. till the N Trade Was 


1 


ſettled and ſecured... 
2. By the Parliament! grantin Mony 
to Subſiſt the Garriſen of b kd to next 


R ; 
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It cannot be poſſible that the Parlia- 
ment EXPECTED Daxkirk* ſhould: be 
immediately Demoliſhed, and at the ſame 
time gave Mony to pay the Garriſon 
that was to keep it till Chriſmas next; 
that were to make them EXPECT one 
thing, and DIRECT another.. 
What can be more Convincing than 
this? And how was it poſſible the Au- 
thor. of the Guardian could be guitty-of 
ſo wide a Step from the Honour and 
Truth which ought to be the denomina- 
ting Quality of a Gentleman? 

Can it be pleaded, that the Parliament 
55 not to be called the Britiſh Nation? 
Let him tell us then, who are the Britiſh 
Nation; and let him tell us, how he aſ- 
ſum'd fo much upon Truth and Honour 
as to ſay the Britiſh Nation, When he 
knew he ſpoke but the Sence of a Party, 
that Party but few, and that few) Ig- 
norant of the true Reaſons Why Dun- 
kirk was not yet to be Demoliſhed; nay 
it is rather to be feared, he gave the De- 
nomination of the” Britiſh Nation to his 
own grave Self, and a little Party of a 
Party whoſe Idol he Was fond of appear- 
ing to be, and that he. is ſo far from being 
able to prove what he aſſerts, vis. that 
the Britiſ Nation expects, &c. that he 
cannot prove he had any Ae 
25 8 rom 


„ 
from his own Notion, to publiſh” any 
thing of that nature in the Names of any 
part of the Britiſh Nation. 
There has not been ſo accumulated a 
Guilt in any Forgery publiſhed in this 
Age, by which 4 Man who was thought 
to be a Gentleman, however at. this time 
he had, deſcended to the Rank of a De- 
ceiver, could ever have Impoſed upon a 
Nation as he has done; and as he promi- 
ſes himſelf to be a Member of Parliament 
in the preſent Election, it is not doubted 
but that Honorable Houſe will do juſtice 
in the Caſe when it comes before them. 
3. The, next Charge upon the Publiſh- 
er of that Letter in the Guardian, is Se- 
dition. It is true the Charge is high, and 
but one Step ſhort of Treaſoz; and oughr 
to be well grounded before it be laid 
home to a Perſon. I take Sedition ro 
conſiſt, among other things, of thlis; (via. 
Spreading... groundleſs and falſe Suggeſtions 
among the People, knowing thoſe. Suggeſtions 
to be falſe, with Deſign to amuſe the [aid 
People, and ſtir them up to Diſcontent. at the + 
Government they live under. 


. 


That we. Suggeſtion ſpread by the 
Guardian was falje and groundleſs, 1 think. 
is made evident, and cannot be deny*d : 
How the Guardian will come off from 
the laſt part, viz, that this was ſpread 

5 3 E 2 abroad 
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abroad among the People, to (ſtir them 
up to Murmur at the Geverment becauſe 
Dunkirk was not immediately Demoliſh- 
ed, he beſt Knows. The beſt e 
I know to clear him ig to have: him tel 
us What other End he could have In it, 
and then prove he had ſich” Ends as: hes 
propoſes. It is very plain, the -Publifh- 
10g it was to ſtir 5 the People to Cla- 
mour and Diſcontent; and what 25 is 


the Repetition every Day in the H 4 
Pot, viz. Dunkirk is not het begun i 


Demoliſhed? Alas! do theſe buy rw think” 
to Bully the Queen and the — pl — a 
to the doing it before it 15 apes 

it? No, they are not 10 fooliſh; but er 
hope to ſtir up a Clamour among the Peo- 
ple, and a general Diſcontent at its not 
being done; and this is SEDI TION. 
Should the Miniſtry have Weakneſs e- 
nough to be moved by theſe Seditious 
Clamours, and fall into the Snare of gi- 
ving up the Foftifications of DunkirF to 
be Demoliſhed, before they had obtained 
the Performance of all things for which 
Dunkirk was a Pledge, theſe Men would 
be the firſt to fall upon the Miniſtry for 
neglecting the Publick Safety, and for gi- 
ving up the Security before the 1 
tor which it was a Security are obtain” 


And this brings i in the fourth part of the 
Charge 


i | 
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Charge on the Grardiaz and his Party, 
VIZ. Mo | ; 9 
. The ABSURDITY of it. And to 
argue coolly on that Head, Mat can be 
mi ubſurd, than the deſiring the Miniſtty 
to quit the Poſſeſſion of the only thing 
which is their Security for the making 
good the Treaties of Peace and Com- 
merve, and their Security againſt Miſcon- 
ſtructions in the Executing the ſaid Trea- 
ties on the Part of France? Would they 
not all ſay, that this was to have no Treaty 
at all, and that it was to put it out of 
our Power to oblige the French King to 
the Performance? And what Treatment 
mufF# the Miniſters have expected from 
the ſame Men who now make this Com- 
plaint, if they had been ſo weak to do 
It is ſaid here, by way of Objection, 
That the Time for eri wg to Demo- 
liſh it is ſtipulated in expreſs Terms in 
the Treaty; viz" 
„The moſt Chriſtian King ſhall take 
« Cafe, that all the Fortifications of the 
City of Duzkirk be razed, that the Har- 
© bour be fill'd up, and that the Sluices 
«© or Moles which ſerve to cleanſe the 


« Harbour be Levelled, and that at the 


„ faid King's own Expence, within the 
©. ſpace of five Months after the Condi- 
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© tions of Peace are Concluded and 
« Signed. * 

What can be more againſt them than 
this Allegation ? It is evident this is a Sti- 
pula tion on the part of Fance, viz. That 
be ſhall not be obliged to begin the Work 
ſooner; and on the part of the Queen of 
Great- Britain, That if her Majeſty deman- 
ded it, he ſhould be oblig'd to begin it 
ſo ſoon: But no way obliging the Queen 
of Great- Britain, that whether all other 
Things were done or not, her Majeſty 
ſhould be bound to let it be Demoliſhed. 

Fhe very nature of the thing is quite 
otherwiſe; If a Security be conſign'd ever 
for the Performance of a Condition, and 
any thing happens. to delay the Perfor- 
mance of that Condition; if the Security 
is not to remain, how ſhall the Perfor- 
mance of the Condition be aſcertain'd to 
the Perſon to whom it was to be done? 

Here are Conditions of the Treaty not 
made Effectual, the Treaty of Commerce 
is delay'd here; the Emperor is not yet 
come into the Peace, by which means the 
Government and Trade of the late Spaniſh 
now Imperial Netherlands is not ſettled, or 
the - Britiſh Intereſt there ſecured : The 

Parliament has been ſo ſenſible of the 
Danger to Great Britain from this Nane 


( 39) 

of Affairs there, that they have deſired 
ber Majeſty to keep more Footing in 
Flanders, rather than leſs, till that Mat- 
ter is ſecured: Can it be thought the Par- 
liament would have been willing Dazkirk 
ſhould have been thrown up, when they 
were willing. Newport and other Towns 
ſhould be poſſeſs'd till the Queen had Sa- 
tisfaction, and till our Trade was ſecured 
on that ſide? What Thanks would any 
ſucceeding Parliament of Britain have gi- 
ven a Miniſtry, that when the Houſe of 
Commons had deſired her Majeſty to keep 
Poſſeſſion of what ſhe held in Flanders, 
ſhould give up Darkirk, which was more 
than all the reſt, and the keeping of which 
was the only way to enable Her to keep 
all the reſt, and more eſpecially when the 
ſaid Parliament had made Proviſion of 
Mony particularly and expreſly for the 
paying the Expence of keeping Dunkirk 
till Chriſtmas next, if it ſhould be needful. 

Is not this as much as if the Parliament 

had faid to the Queen, Madam, Since the 
Treaty of Commerce has been delay d, and 
mut of courſe come to be debated by another 
Parliament; ſince the Emperor has not thought 
fit to come into the Peace, by which means the 
Government of Flanders, &c. is not yet ſet- 
tled, and the Britiſh Commerce there is nut 
regulated; we deſire Your Majeſty to keep the 
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Tim of Dunkirk i Jour Handi, and nut \Demolifh 
the ſame till the Meeting ef the next Parliantent, au 
char ic ſluull be ih d in Parliament what. (hull 
or may be thought proper to be done with tt, whether 
Demoliſhed or not, as the ſituatian, of Affairs ſha 74 
then appear to be; and that Your Majeſty m the 
better be E wald, to do this, your Loyal an# Faith» 

Commons have made Proviſion. for the Muinto- 
mance of the Garriſon til that time, or will Chriſt- 
mas, which 4s ſuppoſed to bti near the time when 
another Parliament will aſſembly. \. 

Let Mr. Guardian be the judge himſelf, whe- 
ther this be not the true {fate of the Caſe, ard 
whether he bas any Wrong done bim in ex 
ng what he has abliſned as the greateſt Au- 
fordity imaginable. „ 16 ” 
Thus the Propoſal of immediately Demoliſh- 
ing Duakirk, ſeems to me to be ſufficiently; pro- 
ved, according, to the four . Heads. above writ- 
ten., to be Vamannerly, Falſe, Seditious, and 
Ridiculous. | 
- From what has been faid, the wurdo defires 
to draw ſome _Inferences;, and defend bimſelf 

againſt ſome other which the Partiality of Man- 
kind may be pleaſed! to em from at, 1 begin 
wich the latter. 
| It does hy no means follow * what has 
yg ſid, that Dunkirk is not to be Demoliſhed 
| ut all. 

2. Leſs yet does it follow from hence, that 
it 4s to be delivered back to the Frenth: whole 
and undiſmantied. 6 
3. And leaſt of all ** it follow, that it is 
to be kept in Concert between Britain, and 
Fance for private Deſio us 700 ridiculous as well 
as too malicious to be nam de. 
> "1 I / Theſe 
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\ Theſe Things had. not been mentioned, but 
that the People who began the aforeſaid Reffecti- 
ons have not been backward, however groundleſs, 
to inſiſt upon them all, and to make uſe of them 
upon ſundry Party- occaſions, as the ſeveral De- 
ſigns now carrying on require. 

It can ſcarce be admitted within the Limits of 
Charity, to ſuppoſe that any one ſhould ſuggeſt 
Things ſo unnatural of the preſent Government; 
and we cannot wonder that the worſt and moſt 
ſcandalous Things in the World ſhould be charged 
upon them, when we ſee Things ſo criminal, as 
well as ſo contrary to their Intereſt, ſuggeſted. 

It would be hard to aſſign a Reaſon why the 
Miniſtry: ſhould take a Step ſo dangerous to them- 
ſelres, as well as ſo diſguſting to the Generality 
of the Nation, as that of giving back Dunkirk, 
to the French King undemoliſh'd : If they are ſo 
much in the Frezch: Intereſt as to be willing to 
gratify the French King in any thing he deſires, 
which is the Crime their Enemies would willing- 
ly faſten upon them, or at leaſt would have the 
People believe; why then had they not made the 
Treaty with him without taking Dunkirk at all? 
If they had been fo willing to have oblig'd the 
French King, that had been the proper time; then 
it might have been paſt over without ſo much 
notice, and they might have accepted of ſome 
Equivalent leſs to the French King's Diſadvan- 
tage, and perhaps equally, if not more, ſatiſ- 
factory to the other Allies than that of Dunkirk. 
Why did they inſiſt upon ſuch a Pledge for the 
French King's Performance of Conditions ? A 
Pledge, which it is well known, the French did 
not part with but with the vemoſt Difficulty, and 
with the greateſt Reluctance imaginable. It had 
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been eaſy to have gratified the French King at 
that time, without giving ſo general a Diſtaſte, 
and at leaſt without haviag it lie as a particular 
Charge upon them. If the City of Liſte had been 
left to the Dutch inſtead of Dunkirk, and as an 
- Fquiralent, it can ſcarce be doubted but the 
States-General would have been made full as eaſy 
as at having Dunkirk put into the Hands of the 
Engliſh; and no queſtion the Fench King would 
have given ſome Millions to have made the 
Exchange: So that if the Deſign had been to 
have given back Dunkirk to the French undiſman- 
tled, the Miniſtry could have gratity'd the French 
with leaving it in their Hands at firſt, much bet- 
ter and much more to their own Safety, than they 
can reſtore it again after they have gotten it: Nor 
is it rational to think that the Britiſh Govern- 
ment, who ſo ſtrenuouſly and ſo immovably in- 
ſiſted, at the time of the Treaty, on the Condi- 
tion of having Dunkirk delivered up to them as a 
Pledge for the Security of the Performance of 
the other part of the Treaty, ſhould now dell- 
ver it back to the French Undemoliſh'd. Can any 
one believe that the Memory of its being: parted 
with to France formerly, and the:Reproxch, 'rho? 
unjuſtly roo, which · was caſt; on the Reputation of 
the late Lord Chancellor Hyde for bein inſtru- 
mental in the Bargain and Sale of Dunkirk, is 
not recent enough in the Memory of our Mini- 
ſtry to move them to avoid ſplitring their Cha- 
racters on ſuch a Rock ? If the Miniſtry had no 
Regard to the Safety and Honour of their Coun- 
try in the Treaty, why did they ſteddily inſiſt 
upon having Dia birł put into their Hands? And 
if they had ſo much Concern for the Intereſt and 
Honour of Great-Britain, as to refuſe all Condi- 


tions 
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tions of a Treaty without that important Point, 
why ſhould they be ſuſpected of ſo much Weak- 
neſs, as well as Unfaithfulneſs to their ſaid Conn- 
try, as to give it back again? The Charge does 
not ſeem to be ſupported by Reaſon ; beſides, it 
is very unjuſt and unfair to ſuppoſe ſuch a thing 


when the very Suggeſtion of it is ſo unnatural and 


improbable. - 

2. As to the Opinion of its being in the De- 
ſign of the Miniſtry not to Demoliſh it at all; it 
does not ſeem to have any Foundation in the 
Reaſon and Nature of the Thing, unleſs the 
French King ſhould not punQually and honora- 
bly perform. the Conditions of his Treaty, ac- 
cording, to the true Intent and Meanizz of the 
Treaty; and in ſuch caſe, no true Britain, faith- 
ful to the Intereſt of his Country, can give his 
Conſent to the Demoliſhing Dunkirk: In the 
mean time, tis a marvellous thing that we ſhould 
have Men among us, who ſhould deſire to have 
the Queen of Great Britain diveſt her ſelf of the 


Power ſhe has now in her Hands to enforce the 


Treaty, and to oblige the French to perform the 
Conditions. To have the French King willing 
that Dunkirk ſhould be firſt Demoliſhed, and un- 
eaſy that he is not permitted to go abont it; 
this would be rational, and what might be ex- 
pected : but, that the Engliſh, the Britiſb Nation, 
People who pretend to be concern'd for the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of their Country; to have 
theſe he nneaſy, and in haſte to have Drorkirk 
— Demoliſhed, this is really admirable, and the 
Occaſion of it unaccountable. 

 3dly, As to keeping it in Concert between Great- 
Britain and France, for private Defigns : When 
thoſe private Deſigns are panels ſuggeſted, 
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ſome Reply may be made; but at preſent it is fo 
incongruous and weak a Suggeſtion, that it merits 
no Anſwer at all. : | 


A few Obſervations then may ſerve to ſet us 
right in this Matter. 

1. There is no reaſon to doubt, but that 
when the Conditions of the Treaty of Peace are 
per form'd, our Commerce ſecured, the Peace of 
this part of Europe Eſtabliſhed, and the Dangers 
that we may juſtly apprehend from the War, yet 
depending between the Emperor and the French King 
at an End, Dunkirk will be Demoliſhed} I ſay, there 
is no Cauſe to fear it, for. two Reaſons, (1.) Be- 
cauſe there is no doubt but the French King will 
inſiſt upon it, and be very ill ſatisſied if it is 
not done. (2.) Becauſe Her Majeſty being a 
Juſt, a Righteous, and a Chriſtian Queen, and ha- 
ving Capitulated with the French to ſuffer. it to 
be done, it cannot without great Indecency be 
ſuggeſted, that thoſe Capitulatians ſhall nat 
performed. If no juſt Reaſons drawn from the 
Non-performance of Articles on the other Side, 
al occur to make it juſt and reaſonable not to 

O It. | 110 n 

2. If ſuch reaſonable Obſtructions ſhould hap- 
pen, as ſhould make it neceſſary to keep the 
Pledge, as a farther Security, of which alſo the 
Parliament. may be Judges, it would be very un- 
accountable to ſuggeſt, eſpecially by a Subject of 
Britain, that it ſnould not be ſafe in our OWN 
Hands; and indeed, this makes the Complaint 
appear io wonderful among us, viz, That ãt ſhould 
not be ſafe for Her Majeſty. to keep ; Pupkirk in 
Her OWN. Hands; and, it is to be fear d, thoſe 
that think ſo, do not think it ſafe for the Queen 

o 
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to keep the Crown in Her own Hands; they: 
would do,well-to ſpeak plain, and tell us. 

1/t, Would they have ir Demoliſhed before the 

Conditions, for which it is a Security, are per- 
form'd ? 
Aly. Whoſe Hand would they think it ſafe to 
have it kept by in the mean time, if not in our 
own Hands; and why not in our Hands, to 
whom the ſaid Conditions are to be perform'd 2 - 

But let us come to the main Point, and fuppoſe 
it were never to be Demoliſhed at all, and fa 
advantagious an Article had been obtain'd, that 
Great- Britain ſnould have been Miſtreſs of one of 
the beſt Ports made by Art, and the ſtrongeſt 
Fortreſſes in the World; Had this been our Loſs 
or our ineſtimable Advantage? Sure the like Ar- 
gument to this was never uſed, in any Caſe of this 
Nature, in the Memory of Man, or beyond it; 
that the moſt impreg nable Fortification of the Low- 
Countries, the moſt advantagious Port of the whole 
Weſtern part of the World, the Curb of France, 
the Bridle of 'the Flemings, the Terror of the Hol- 
lander, and that has been the Plague of Great-Bri- 
tain, ſhould be put into our OWN Hands, aud 
we ſhould be afraid to keep it. 

Were it poſſible to bring the French King to 
conſent chat t the Queen ſhould keep Poſſeſſion of 
the Town of Dunbirk, with all its Fortifications. 
What Miniſter of State could Anſwer it to his 
Country, or his Honour, to refuſe or neglect ſe- 
curing ſuch a Thing to the Nation? And what 

e or what Subject, faithful to the Inte- 


of Great- Briuain, but would rejoyce to ſee ſuck | 


an addition of Strength made tothe Bririſ Empire ? 
But an unh PPY Spir it now a 17 I us, runs 


. up 
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up Things to ſuch a highth of Diſſemion, that we 
are made afraid of our ſelves; afraid that thoſe 
who are Intruſted by Heaven with the Crown it 
ſelf, ſhould be Intruſted by us with the keeping of 
Duokirk, nay, with the keeping it till we can be 
ſafe in Surrendering and Demoliſhing it : A little 
Time will fully expoſe the Folly of this Notion, 
and let us ſee not the Neceſſity of keeping it a 
while only, but the Infinite Glory and Advantage 
it would bring to Great-Britain, if once more the 
Important Town of Dunkirk conld be united to 
the Britiſh Empire. 

One of the weak and abſurd Objections againſt 
it, and which it is wonderful wiſe Men are not 
aſham'd to mention, is the Charge of keeping 
it; as if the Importance of the Place was not 
infinitely greater than the Expence of maintaining 
it can be; and this is ſtill more fooliſh, becauſe it 
is well known the Cuſtoms of the Harbour of 
Dmwnkirk will always be ſufficient to pay the Gar- 
riſon, and all the Expence of the Fortifications, 
and much more; but if it were not ſo, the Argu- 
ment is of no Force at all. 

34ly. That it will be a pretence for keeping up 
a ſtanding Force: This is equally abſurd with the 
former, becaufe the Garriſon of Dunkirk being li- 
mĩted to a certain Number of Men, juſt as many 
as are ſufficient to its neceſſary Defence, ir will. 
always be neceſſary to keep them there, ſince a 
full Garriſon, ſuch as in Caſe of a Siege would be 
needful, might not be needfut to be always there, 
the Sea being at our Command, and we always 
ready to ſupply the Place from England qut of 
the ſtanding Forces which are allowed; or a 
certain Number of thofe Eſtabliſhed Forces might 
be always added to the uſual Garriſon, which 


indeed 
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indeed would always make our Eſtabliſhment leſs, 
rather than more. | | 

The preſent Miniſtry have ſhew'd ſo little In- 
clination to Govern by a ſtanding Army, and, on 
the contrary, have given ſuch an undiſputed Tei- 
timony to prove that they are Enemies to a ſtand- 
ing Army, that it is not without the greateſt 
Injuſtice, that ſuch a Thought of them can be 
entertain'd, ſeeing they have appointed the Eſta- 
bliſhment of Great- Britain to be Two thouſand 
Men leſs than was appointed after the Peace of 
Ryſmick. 

| ſee no Argument of any Force remaining, 
to urge the ſpeedy Demoliſhing of Dunkirk, or 
the Demoliſhing it all, if it could be preſerved in 
our own Poſſeſſion ; our dear bought Experience 
might have admoniſhed us in ſuch a Caſe, ſince 
we ſo haſtily diſmantled Tangier, which was an 
infinite Detriment and Diſadvantage to vs, during 
the laſt War, eſpecially till Gibraltar, by an un- 
expected and unforeſeen Caſualty, fell into our 
Hands; and it is wonderful, our People who are 
ſo willing to have Dunkirk out of our Hands, 
ſhould not have the ſame Paſſion to diſcharge us 
of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, the Arguments be- 
ing much the ſame, as to Expence of keeping 
and ſtanding Forces; but we hope, in a ſhort 
while, we ſhall ſee our own Intereſt mare clearly ; 
and if ever a War ſhould be renew'd in this part 
of the World, and Dunkirk ſhould be ours, we 
7 4 be preſently convinced of the Conſequence 
Ot If, . R 
In a word, the Caſe is this: If we muſt be 

forced to Demoliſh Dunkirk, we muſt do it be- 
cauſe we are engaged to do it, after all Conditions 


of 
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of Peace and Commerce are performed and ſe« 
cured; but if it could be obtain d to Grear-Br;- 
tein; to keepiit as our 4 it would, be an inex- 


preſſible Honour and A 


vantage to the whole 


Kingdom: The Particulars of what Advantage 


it would be, are reſerved for a larger Deſerips 
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